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“Obviously, we’re very

pleased that the PSC unani-
mously voted to approve the
Dunkirk project,” NRG
spokesman David Gaier stat-
ed. “We believe that the sys-
tem reliability, system con-
gestion relief, environmen-
tal, economic, tax and jobs
benefits made themselves
evident to the PSC Commis-
sioners after careful research
and investigation by the PSC
staff.”

“National Grid supports
the action taken today by the
New York Public Service
Commission as it allows the
benefits of repowering to
move forward while assur-
ing a reasonable and timely
approach to cost recovery,”
National Grid Media Rela-
tions Manager Steve Brady
stated.

Dunkirk Mayor Anthony
J. Dolce, who took office in
Jan. 1, 2012, has been
working on the repowering
since it was announced in
March of that year that NRG
wanted to mothball the plant.

“We could not be more
excited. Today’s PSC vote
finalizes what took every
stakeholder working togeth-
er to make happen,” Dolce
stated. “The city appreciates
the bipartisan and workman-
like manner put forth by the
public, as well as the busi-
ness and labor communities,
to support the repowering
efforts. I would also like to
express my sincere thanks to
Gov. Cuomo for making this
a reality.”

County Executive Vince
Horrigan, who took office in
January, has been working
on the repowering project
ever since.

“I think this is terrific
news which will now formal-
ly pave the way for the ener-
gy reliability and economic
benefits for Chautauqua
County and Western New

York. We will be working
closely with NRG with a
new PILOT agreement and
we’re excited about this final
development in the process,”
Horrigan stated. “The coun-
ty’s perspective primarily has
to do with the PILOT agree-
ment for the repowering, and
actually we’ve been involved
with that, but now we’ll be
able to move forward with
the final pieces.

“I just have to again con-
gratulate the team approach
under the leadership of
(State) Sen. (Catharine)
Young and Assemblyman
(Andy) Goodell and our
friends in business, industry
and labor that all came
together to be able to accom-
plish this great development
for Chautauqua County. You
look at how many people
came together for a single
cause and worked together,
and of course the benefit
especially to the Dunkirk
area, our schools, and the
taxpayers of Chautauqua
County is just very signifi-
cant.”

Congressman Tom Reed
has also been involved in the
effort to repower NRG.

“The decision to repower
NRG with natural gas is the
right decision for protecting
jobs, lowering utility rates
for taxpayers and caring for
the well-being of the entire
community,” Reed said. “As
the county’s largest single
taxpayer, the plant’s impact
on the city of Dunkirk, the
Dunkirk school district and
Chautauqua County as a
whole cannot be overstated.
The community’s successful
team effort deserves all the
credit. Repowering is the
right and fair path.”

Goodell has been
involved from the beginning
of the effort to keep the plant

open and said it was
“tremendous good news for
Chautauqua County and the
city of Dunkirk, in particu-
lar.”

“This project was a bipar-
tisan team effort and Gov.
Cuomo is the one that made
sure this project crossed the
finish line,” Goodell said. “A
special thanks to Gov.
Cuomo, Sen. Young of
course, Congressman Tom
Reed, A.J. Dolce and the
thousands and thousands of
residents that turned out at
the PSC hearing, wrote let-
ters of support, emailed the
PSC and otherwise supported
this project. It’s great news.”

Part of that bipartisan
effort included two trips
Goodell and Dolce took
together to Albany to garner
support with the governor’s
staff.

Young led the fight in
Albany to keep the plant
open from the beginning as
chair of PowerUpWNY, a
coalition of labor, business,
governmental and communi-
ty leaders who banded
together to fight for the proj-
ect. She passed several bills
in the state Senate to
advance repowering, and in
the 2012-13 state budget,
she successfully inserted lan-
guage that would require the
PSC to consider the econom-
ic, jobs, environmental and
tax base impact of repower-
ing, in addition to the effects
on ratepayers and the relia-
bility of electricity supply.

“This outcome is fantas-
tic, one that many said

would never happen. It
shows that if a goal is worth
achieving, it is worth fight-
ing for,” Young said. “When
Gov. Cuomo came to
Dunkirk to announce his
support last December peo-
ple were crying with joy. It
was our Christmas miracle.
Now that miracle has offi-
cially come to pass. The
community has always
understood that repowering
will save and create hun-
dreds of jobs, lower energy
costs, ensure a reliable elec-
tricity source to power our
homes and businesses, and
reduce harmful emissions,
all while stabilizing our tax
base for years to come.

“To everyone who sent
an email or letter, made a
telephone call, attended a
rally, put up a sign or told a
friend or neighbor about the
importance of repowering, I
cannot thank you enough. It
was your dedicated support
that made this happen and
has given us bright hopes for
the future.”

The project is underway,
including permitting of the
pipeline — a major element
in getting the project built,
which had a target date for
commercial operation of
September 2015.

As for the parties who
have objected to the repow-
ering in numerous filings
with the PSC, there is a 30-
day period in which to file a
petition with the PSC for
rehearing.

The PSC is scheduled to
meet again June 26.
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Through July 6, the
walls of the Roger Tory
Peterson Institute are
hung with an art show,
bringing some of the
most eloquent works by
dozens of different
nature artists, combined
in a travelling exhibition
titled, ‘‘Environmental
Impact.’’

As the title suggests,
the paintings, drawings,
sculptures, photographs,
and other media all deal
with the way the human
race changes and influ-
ences the world in which
we all live.

The large exhibit fills
the ground-floor display
spaces in the beautiful
institute’s headquarters,
also covers most of the
second floor walls, as
well. In addition, there
are two smaller exhibits
open, as well.

As a visitor enters the
building, there is a small,
central gallery directly in
front of him. In that
gallery, there is an exhib-
it dealing with Peterson’s
life here in Jamestown,
which bridges the work
which he did here with
the gradually changing
work which he did in
New York City.

On the second floor,
just to the right of the
head of the staircase,
there is a small exhibit
dealing with the passen-
ger pigeon. That bird,
which became extinct
exactly 100 years ago,
was once the most
numerous species on our
continent. Flocks of the
birds flew at an estimated
60 mph, in their regular
migrations. Eyewitness
reports claim that the
pigeons kept the sun vir-
tually invisible for sever-
al days at a time, and
when they had flown
over a particular area, left
droppings more than a
foot deep. Despite their
seemingly vast numbers,
the birds became extinct
within a period of 50
years.

Returning to the larger
exhibit, each of the 55
works of art portrays a
message about humani-
ty’s needlessly wasteful
and destructive impact
on the world of nature.

In some cases, the

message is loud, clear
and unquestionable.
‘‘Apocalypse,’’ by Wal-
ter Fergusen, shows a
view of the planet, as
seen from space, nearly
blotted out by what
seems like an endless
landscape filled with
smoking industrial chim-
neys, nuclear reactors,
stacks of old tires, and
other such demonstra-
tions of human neglect.

Others are more subtle
in their mes-
sage.‘‘Untitled #3,’’ by
Diana Sanchez, is a
black-and-white photo-
graph of an elephant in a
circus. An attractive
young woman waves
from the elephant’s neck.
Large bracelets surround
the animal’s front legs,
as it rears up, for the
entertainment of the
crowd. The photo is
labeled ‘‘part of the
‘Guilty Pleasure’
series.’’

Probably the best-
known artist whose work
appears in the exhibit is
Canadian wildlife artist
Robert Bateman, who
has four large works in
the show.

Artist Cole Johnson,
whose stark black and
white drawing of a bird,
hanging limply from
wires, near a pole, where
it has been electrocuted,
is one of the first work
one sees, as one enters
the exhibit, is a resident
of Deposit, N.Y., which
is located along the
Southern Tier Express-
way. Johnson will be
present in the gallery
June 27, from 5-8 p.m.
to greet the public and to
speak about his drawing,
and his artwork in gener-
al.

The show is only in
town for a rather short
stay, so I encourage you
to see the exhibit at your
first opportunity. RTPI is
located at 311 Curtis St.,
near the campus of
Jamestown Community
College. Gallery hours
are 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.,
Tuesdays through Satur-
days. On Sundays,
they’re open from 1-5
p.m. The art is both
beautiful and education-
al, and well worth your
attention.

“Environmental Impact,” a traveling exhibit,
will be on display at the Roger Tory Peterson
Institute now through July 6.

RTPI Exhibit:
Making An Impact
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“The agreement wil l

result in a cleaner power
plant at Dunkirk that will
meet rel iabil i ty needs,
reduce costs for consumers,
create jobs and stabilize the
local property tax base,”
said Commission Chair
Audrey Zibelman.
“Repowering Dunkirk will
produce significant bene-
fits in terms of enhanced
system reliability, conges-
tion relief and emissions
reductions. Our decision to
allow National Grid to
recover the costs of i ts
agreement with Dunkirk is
in the public interest and it
meets our obligation to
ensure safe and adequate
service. Further, i t will
help spur economic growth
and opportunity.”

Under the terms of the
agreement, which had been
announced by Gov.
Andrew M. Cuomo during
his visi t to Dunkirk in
December, National Grid
and Dunkirk Power, LLC,
power plant owner and its
parent company NRG
Energy, Inc. will refuel
three coal units at the facil-
ity to add the capability to
generate 435 MW using
natural gas. Currently only
one 75 MW unit is operat-
ing on coal. The refueling

provides potentially signif-
icant environmental bene-
fits by allowing NRG to
switch to cleaner-burning
natural gas and provides
critical local system relia-
bility benefits for National
Grid customers.

The commission’s analy-
sis determined that repow-
ering provides financial
benefits in terms of utility
deferred transmission
investments, local econom-
ic benefits, and production
cost savings that exceed
the costs of the agreement
to National Grid.

Repowering Dunkirk
provides reliability bene-
fits, such as fuel diversity
and flexibility in the opera-
tion and maintenance of the
transmission system. Fur-
ther, the availability of the
Dunkirk facility will pro-
vide greater operational
flexibility at the nearby
Niagara Power Project, a
renewable, zero-emissions
hydroelectric facility, and
it will allow for more ener-
gy imports from the
Ontario control area, there-
by providing an increased
opportunity to call on these
resources for economic or
emergency energy during
high load conditions. The
congestion relief provided
by Dunkirk will also yield

economic benefits.
With its decision Thurs-

day, the commission
approved National Grid’s
allocation and recovery of
costs associated with refu-
eling the Dunkirk generat-
ing facil i ty. National
Grid’s agreement with
Dunkirk anticipates the
refueled facility will begin
operations in the fall of
2015. Having dual-fuel
capability will provide a
reliability benefit by allow-
ing the use of coal as a
backup fuelsource in the
rare instance when natural
gas may be unavailable or
in short supply.

In early 2012, NRG
announced plans to moth-
ball i ts Dunkirk power
plant, which is more than
50 years old, saying it was
no longer economical to
operate. National Grid,
however, said mothballing
the power plant would
result in significant detri-
mental impacts to transmis-
sion system reliability in
Western New York.

In response to NRG’s
proposed mothballing of
the Dunkirk generat ing
faci l i ty in Chautauqua
County, National Grid
identified adverse reliabili-
ty consequences associated
with such a potential

action, and accordingly
entered into an agreement
with Dunkirk Power in
order to keep the facility
available to ensure safe and
adequate service.

The refueling plan will
create approximately 50
construction jobs, preserve
permanent jobs at the site
and restore tax payments to
the Dunkirk community to
their previous level of
approximately $8 million
annually. The plan will
approximately double the
number of permanent jobs
in the proposal endorsed by
local labor groups and
maintain the existing 68
jobs at least through mid-
2015.

The commission’s deci-
sion, when issued, may be
obtained by going to the
Commission Documents
section of the commis-
sion’s website at
www.dps.ny.gov and enter-
ing Case Number 12-E-
0577 in the input box
labeled “Search for
Case/Matter Number.”
Many libraries offer free
Internet access. Commis-
sion orders may also be
obtained from the Commis-
sion’s Files Office, 14th
floor, Three Empire State
Plaza, Albany, NY 12223
(518-474-2500).

Approval

Rejoice


